
Key Stage 3 Geography - The Aims of Our Curriculum 
1. Enable children to retain and apply this essential knowledge. 2. Inspire children to become life-long learners. 3. Create a culture of high aspiration through challenging 
content and therefore pride in achievement. 4. Promote the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of children, including fundamental British values of 
democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty, mutual respect and tolerance for those with different faiths and beliefs and for those without faith. 5. Provide opportunities 
for developing self-confidence, self-awareness, independence, creativity, respect and resilience in children. 6. Promote knowledge and understanding of how children can 
keep themselves safe and healthy. 7. Develop children’s numeracy, literacy and oracy, including the sustained expansion of their vocabulary. 8. Promote reading as a life 
skill and enable our children to become life-long readers. 

 

Year 7  Areas  Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Content 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mapping and map skills 
including location. 

Introduction to geographical enquiry 
methods and skills. Map work. 

KPI link- 1 (Location understanding) and 
KPI 5 (communication- embedded 
throughout) 

- Understand how the UK is connected 
to Europe and the wider world  
- Use an atlas independently to locate 
places and state their position to the 
nearest marked latitude and longitude  
- Identify urban land use zones using OS 
maps and aerial photographs 
 
COVID: Mapping and map skills - 
starters on key vocabulary, within the 
lessons recapping of contours lines, 
coastal environments. 
 

Rivers 

Focus on rocks, physical processes and 
human management of rivers. 

KPI link- 1 (L. understanding) and KPI 3 
(Geographical enquiry) 

- Identify urban land use zones using OS 
maps and aerial photographs 
- Use a Geographical Information System to 
locate and describe the physical and 
human features of an environment 
- Use OS maps to investigate a river system  
 

World sport 

Globalisation, child labour 

Links to Send My friend to School 

KPI 3 (Geographical enquiry) 

- Investigate the ways sport connects 
people and places around the world  
 



Literacy link  
Literacy link- Assessment writing- 
extended answer 

Literacy link- Exam questions/extended 
piece 

 

Literacy link- geographical enquiry, 
extended task 

Assessment  
Assessment- Comparing landscapes 
(UK/S. Africa) 

 

Assessment- Rivers (Boscastle- issues, 
flooding, prevention of flooding) 

Mini assessment- Waterfalls and the 
formation 

Assessment – Globalisation (Positives 
and negatives of a TNC on a LIC) 

 

Cross 
curricular 
links 

Cross curricular links - Maths (map 
Reading, Scale, Co-ordinates)  

GCSE links - Map work 

Cross curricular links - Science, Maths 

GCSE links - Process and pressures 

Cross curricular links - Economics, 
Maths, Business, PSHE 

GCSE links - TNC, Globalisation, 
Development  

 



Year 8 Areas  Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 

Content 
Into Africa 

Focus on Kenya, tourism and 
development 

Mind Mapping 
Artefact boxes 

KPI link- 1 (Location understanding) and 
KPI 5 (communication- embedded 
throughout) 

- Identify and describe key physical and 
human characteristics of Africa   
- Use an atlas independently to locate 
places, giving their position using 
latitude and longitude accurately  
- Describe and explain links between 
Africa and the wider world 
- Interpret climate graphs and data 
- Match photographs to biomes and 
climate zones 
 
Covid:  Consolidation of key vocabulary 
from Globalisation topic, recap HIC/LIC - 
development, teach through a case 
study example - these skills will then be 
reinforced and embedded in Africa  
 
 

Urbanisation 

Population and growth of cities - link to 
work on Industrial Revolution in History 

Use of GIS in fighting crime  

KPI link- 1 (Location understanding) 

- Use a Geographical Information System to 
view, analyse and interpret places and data 

 

 

Weather and Climate 

Global warming and sustainability 

KPI link 3 (Geographical enquiry) 

- Measure and record weather using a 
range of instruments and websites  
Interpret climate graphs and data 
- Match photographs to biomes and 
climate zones 
 
 

Literacy link  
Literacy link- extended piece/paragraph 
work 

 

Literacy link- extended piece 

 

Literacy link- weather report 

 



 

Assessment  
Assessment- Kenya case study, Day in 
the life of. (George’s diary) 

 

Assessment- Compare and contrast 
(Newcastle) 

 

Assessment- Matching photographs to 
weather reports and justify choices 

Presentation on weather reports 
(different types of clouds etc) 

 Cross 
curricular 
links 

Cross curricular links- Maths (Climate 
Graphs) 

GCSE links - Use of maps, plotting data, 
extending knowledge of locational 
Geography 

 

Cross curricular links - Maths (Graphs and 
Data), ICT (GIS) 

GCSE links - Development, urbanisation, 
case study (city in the UK), population, 
challenges of an urbanised world 

 

Cross curricular links - Maths, Science 
(Water Cycle, Rainfall) 

GCSE links - Extreme weather 

 


